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Things always go better if we work together and this month's magazine is a great example of this. 

When we first set out to produce the magazine our aim was to celebrate Honiton and the villages and all the work 
that is going on to make this such a great place to live. We came up with the strap line ?by the community for the 
community?, hoping that you, our readers, would be keen to contribute and share what is happening in our area. We 
have certainly not been disappointed. 

In this edition, as well as information from many of our clubs and societies, we have what will hopefully be a regular 
contribution from Honiton Community College whose students have been supporting World Mental Health Day and 
working with the Thelma Hulbert Gallery. We also have a contribution by Alf Boom, an ex Town Councillor who 
shares his childhood memories in this month when we remember the fallen. Lucy Buckingham, who is the National 
Trust Ranger for East Devon, talks about Dumpdon Hill ,one of the key landmarks in the Otter Valley, and the work 
local volunteers are doing to help maintain and restore the landscape. 

Honiton Running Club share how they are working with Honiton Spinners Cycling Club and how their efforts are 
raising funds for local charities, and the great team of volunteers at The Beehive are publishing another month of 
fantastic events for all the community. 

As you read through the magazine you will note that the article on Bruv's Bar is based on one supplied by East 
Devon News, the online news service for Honiton and East Devon. Honiton & Village News in turn provides them 
with news and photographs. Another example of working together to benefit the community. Long may it continue.

We are very pleased this month to be able to use a painting by the very talented local artist Linda Wilkes for our 
cover. We hope you like it as much as we do and you can read more about the artist and see more examples of her 
work in the magazine.

Finally can we say a big thank you for those who have generously donated to support the magazine and those who 
pay for it by putting something in our collecting boxes or by taking our advertising, You are all playing your part in 
working together with our editorial team to provide a magazine ?by the community for the community?.

Chris Doran, Lyn Hargood, Katherine Ohlsen, Charles Pegman, Vernon Whitlock, Colin Wight



Bruv's Bar is the new venue on Honiton High Street. After being empty for some 
time, the former Bar 102 has now been taken over by the Hagon family and boasts 
a completely new look with an industrial theme, offering live music and a lot more. 

Named after one of its owners, Jim ?Bruv? Hagon, the business is a real family 
affair. Joining Jim is his wife, Sharon, son Reece, daughter Shannon and Reece?s 
wife, Lauren. Jim is well-known for calling everyone ?Bruv? ? hence the bar?s name. 
The Hagon family, who have lived in town for 15 years, want to inject something 
new into the town. ?We?ve got a brilliant space for live music and are looking 
forward to welcoming local bands and musicians to the bar. We?ll also be running 
themed nights like quiz nights, karaoke and comedy nights.?

The bar has been renovated with a completely different look. Plugs and USB points 
around the bar provide an ideal place to set up a laptop for an afternoon's work or 
to hold a meeting. A jukebox provides you with nearly every song you could ever 
imagine and in case that?s not enough there is also a games machine. The bar 

sports a really good size garden at the back to meet up and enjoy a drink on those those sunny late autumn days?.  

Bruv's bar also provides an 84? screen with both Sky and BT Sports where sports fans can watch their favourite team and 
is dog friendly.

Upcoming events include:

- Drum and Bass Halloween Party - Friday 1st November
- Double Entendre Live Music - Saturday 9th November
- Foamtrax disco - Friday 15th November
- Solo Blues Rock Acoustic from Grouvecat - Saturday 23rd November
- Psychadelephant Live band - Friday 29th November 

www.facebook.com/bruvsbar 

                                                                                                                     Article courtesy of eastdevonnews.co.uk

 KNOW YOUR HIGH STREET

If you would like to see a social enterprise or innovative Individual featured here, please do get in touch.
honitonvillagenews@gmail.com



 A WARTIME CHILDHOOD
3rd September 1939 - a few days before my eleventh 
birthday - was ?the day war broke out?, a phrase made 
famous by a comedian of the time, Tommy Handley.    

As my Mum and Dad and I were listening to the Prime 
Minister, Neville Chamberlain, on the wireless making his 
speech declaring war on Germany, the air raid warning 
siren went, a warning that German aeroplanes could be 
approaching to bomb London. We all dived under the 
kitchen table for shelter in case a bomb came down on us 
but thank goodness a few minutes later the all clear siren 
sounded. Mum made tea with extra sugar for me in case I 
was going to be upset but actually I was quite excited as 
we had learned in school about the bombing in the Civil 
War in Spain and we had met many refugee Spanish boys 
and girls who had come to live in Hackney in London 
where we lived.   

It was only the 
following day, on 4th 
September, that we 
were told that I was 
to be evacuated and 
to make sure I had 
my gas mask and a 
small suitcase with 
toilet things and 
clothes ready for the 
journey the next day. 
A coach (or a 
charabanc it was 
called in those days) 

came to school to take me and other children to Liverpool 
Street Station to get the train to an unknown destination.  

We eventually arrived at Kings Lynn in Norfolk and I was 
taken to Hunstanton, a seaside town, to meet the kind 
couple who were going to look after me. Things were 
difficult for them to start with as they had never met a boy 
who spoke with a London accent but the next day was my 
birthday and they made sure they gave me a great day 
with presents (one of which was a crab fishing reel) and 
made a lovely fuss of me.    

A few days later they wrote a letter to my parents to let 
them know where I was and Dad came soon afterwards 
and went home very happy knowing I was with a lovely 
family. Several months went by and Dad and Mum made 
another visit. To their great surprise they found another boy 
sleeping with me in the bed because he had wet his bed. 
They were quite disappointed by this and decided to take 
me home and so I was an evacuee no more. 

The start of the war became known as the ?phony war?. 
Some schools started up again and mine moved to 
Hackney Downs Grammar School, famously known as the 
school attended by Harold Pinter (the playwriter, actor and 
director). My only lasting memory of my two half days a 
week there was the green swimming pool - it had not been 
looked after for months.   

In September 1940 the London Blitz started ? a strategic 
bombing campaign by the Nazis against British cities, 
targeting populated areas, factories and dockyards ? and 
we needed shelter. Off we went to the basement of my 
Junior School, a three storey building. One night when we 
were sheltering a huge bomb on a parachute landed on 

top of the school. Fortunately the building was so tall that 
only the top was ruined and we were safe in the basement 
- shocked of course, filthy dirty with dust but not hurt. My 
father was an Air Raid Warden and on duty and helped 
with the rescue of those in the street where the bomb had 
caused damage as well as pulling out of the wrecked 
houses those who had died. Like many involved in the war, 
he would never talk about that incident.   

Looking for alternative shelter, we then joined many other 
families who went to the Tube stations - we chose to go to 
Notting Hill Gate on the Central Line as it was extra deep ? 
taking our blankets on the bus to get there. The 
Government eventually formally recognised the need to 
allow sheltering in the Tube and provided toilets and bunk 
beds.   

We moved to Leyton not far from Hackney and I went to a 
local secondary school which had recruited retired 
teachers so we could go full time. The teachers were great 
and I left at 14 and went to work.  

In June 1944 the Germans started to launch rockets and 
unmanned aircraft which were known as ?doodlebugs?. 
You heard the loud noise and waited for when it stopped 
as you knew it would then hit the ground with a load of 
incendiary and other bombs. We also became used to 
rockets, which were different as they were really just one 
huge bomb but they came with no warning; one landed on 
the factory where I was working and I was buried alive 
under heaps of debris. Rescuers came and I was dug out, 
put on a stretcher, given a tetanus injection and carted off 
to hospital. The police fetched my Mum to the hospital and 
eventually I was allowed home. The Government had a 
system of paying compensation and I received a grant to 
buy new clothes and a new watch which had been broken 
by the rocket. 

It was a time of many losses and sad stories. My best 
school friend, Eddie Kramer, drowned - his family did not 
want to go down to the Tubes and instead went to a 
shelter under a block of flats which was hit by a large 
bomb which broke a mains water connection and flooded 
the shelter, killing many.  

There are many other memories : seeing the troop carriers 
taking the soldiers to the docks to begin the invasion of 
Europe, the Second Front, the Churchill wireless talks, the 
arrival of the American soldiers, the NAAFI in the West 
End of London,  my Uncle Harry fighting in Italy at Monte 
Cassino - the famous battle at a monastery on a hill top - 
where he was wounded and brought home to recover in 
hospital.,my family friend 
Robin who joined the 
Parachute Brigade and 
dropped over Arnhem in 
Holland and was killed in 
the air. 

And so to peace in 
1945? .and here I am living 
in Honiton all these years 
later and having these 
memories to share with 
you. 

Alfred Boom aged 91





Hello! My name is Bertie and as a young Working Cocker Spaniel I am one very lucky 
pooch. I live in a beautiful valley near Honiton, and Hembury Fort is my castle.  Every 
day is a great adventure and I have so much fun discovering all this really cool stuff 
about the world around me.

One of the best things about being a spaniel is that I just love water. Any chance to get 
my paws wet and I?m in it. 

Puddles are brill for jumping in, muddy ditches are to be sniffed out and explored, rivers 
of any size are absolutely for swimming in and as for the sea, well scampering around 
in the waves is the most fun of all. 

My humans however are not quite so keen on the wet stuff.  They don?t like running in 
ditches, they walk around puddles and definitely do not go swimming in rivers. What 
wimps! They even get all worked up when I come out of the water and have a good 

shake to dry myself off. I know it's naughty but I do try and stand as close as I can to them because it makes me laugh to 
hear them screeching over a few drops of water. 

As I am sure you will understand, like any young dog I must have at least two walks a 
day whatever the weather. Rainy days are my most favourite for walking in, not only is 
the water underneath me but it is falling out of the sky too - wowza! 

My humans are pretty good with my walks but they do make such a fuss if it is raining. 
Me, I just pop on my collar and I?m ready to go. With them it takes ages what with the 
waterproof trousers, long coat, hat and wellies. All the while this poor pooch is getting 
more and more excited in anticipation of a lovely wet walk and I?m running around in 
circles by the front door to try and speed them up a bit.

We get out eventually and it is always fab fun, especially if we meet up with some of my 
doggie friends up in Hembury Fort. The only downside to all of this is that when we get 
home my humans insist on wrapping me tight in a doggie fleece - they say to keep me 
warm whilst I am drying off.  It may well speed up the drying process of my long ears 
and feathers but it is definitely not the super cool image that I like to present to my 
friends!

 BERTIE'S RAMBLINGS



EAST DEVON BELL RINGERS CENTENARY MEETING
In October 1919, just after the end of the First World War, 
church bell ringers met at Ottery St Mary and decided to 
form an East Devon branch of the Guild of Devonshire 
Ringers. On Saturday 12th October 2019 the centenary 
meeting of the branch took place, again at Ottery St Mary. 
Ringers gathered from across the branch and from further 
afield to celebrate the occasion. The celebrations began with 
open ringing at the church when ringers of all ages from the 
youngest (11) to the oldest (85+) took the opportunity to ring 
the splendid sounding bells. Adding to the sense of occasion 
was a BBC TV cameraman recording the ringing. This was 
followed by a service of thanksgiving and celebration 
conducted by John White, an Ottery Reader.  

After the service all present enjoyed a delicious tea, 
including a magnificent cake shaped to show 100 and decorated with a bell rope and bells. Marion Baker from 
Sidmouth, who first became a member of the branch over 70 years ago, was invited to cut the cake, assisted by our 
youngest member, eleven year old Sophie who rings at Combe Raleigh. During the business meeting that followed the 
tea Sophie and 14 year old Isobel, from Axminster, received their First Quarter Peal Certificates awarded by the Central 
Council of Church Bell Ringers. 

A quiz relating to the 21 East Devon towers now affiliated to the Guild was won by the narrowest of margins, after the 
fourth tiebreak question, by Lisa Clarke from Combe  Raleigh with Awliscombe?s Roger Sprigg the runner-up. 

It was good to see the younger members showing such enthusiasm; the future of the branch, and indeed of church bell 
ringing generally, lies in their hands. The occasion was much enjoyed and we look forward to our art being continued for 
another 100 years. 

by Trevor Hitchcock

Photo : Brian Eastell



OUR GREAT OUTDOORS - HONITON MILLENNIUM GREEN
Jewel of Honiton

by Kassa Retter

Honiton is blessed to be 
one of the few towns that 
still has a Millennium 
Green. Easy to access 
from the town centre, it is 
just a gentle walk along 
the Glen path. The main 
part of the Green is an 
open space that is a mix 
of woodland, shrubs and 
a pond area. We also 
have our new wildlife 
area, Vernon Corner, 

where there are a selection of insect and mammal 
housing. There is a wild flower meadow that has been 
buzzing with butterflies, moths and bees as well as an 
Information Shelter explaining what birds, insects, 
amphibians and mammals we might see as we sit quietly 
on the new benches.  

Giving wildlife a boost is a delicate business and 
understanding how best to promote the biodiversity of the 
area is complex.  We want to continue to ensure Honiton 
has a tranquil haven which visitors of all ages can access 
and spend time communing with nature, whilst at the same 
time being able to encourage and sustain habitats for a 
variety of animals, flora and fauna.  

It is encouraging to see the Millennium Green is being so 
well used and people seem to  enjoy being outside in the 
open space. I have found that spending time just sitting 
under a tree, looking up through the canopy of green 
leaves and watching the light moving differently relaxes my 
mind. I know specialists say that being at one with nature 
enhances your whole wellbeing and I think they might be 
right.  

To be able to keep and maintain this precious area we 
need your help. The Honiton Millennium Green is a charity 
led by four volunteer Trustees. All the work and 
maintenance that takes place throughout the year is by 
volunteers. The creation of new projects has been 
possible only by receiving grants from local organisations 
and members of the public who believe in what we are 
trying to develop.  

To be able to sustain this we need more volunteers, either 
to help cut the grass once a month or to help raise funds 
to cover the costs of general maintenance of the Green. It 
would be a shame to see this ?Jewel ? (as described by a 
regular visitor) no longer exist.  

Honiton Millennium Green AGM
Thursday 21 November

7pm at The Vine Inn, Honiton



 ANTIQUES SHOWCASE

Time to do your Christmas Bidding 

In recent years, in addition to the traditional high street shopping trip, 
we have all embraced different forms of Christmas shopping: on-line 
auction sites, click and collect, buy now, catalogue shopping etc. Did 
you know that Honiton auction house, Chilcotts, has also embraced 
many of these ?shopping? options and offers them to its bidders and 
buyers?  

?Many people without experience of our industry think of auction 
houses as stuffy bastions of tradition,? said auctioneer Duncan 
Chilcott. ?This image is perpetuated by the way in which auctioneers 
are depicted in the many antiques-related television programmes, but 
the reality could not be more different.? 

Chilcotts in Silver Street, neighbouring the Honiton Community 
College, actively encourages all people to bid at their sales by making 
them easily accessible through late night viewing, Saturday sales, 
on-line catalogues with clear high-resolution images, live on-line 
bidding and help with deliveries if required.  

?What sets us apart from the High Street shops is the variety of goods that we offer in our auctions?, enthuses 
Duncan, ?Our auctions are perfect for anyone seeking something a little bit different or individual; shown here is 
a picture by Kerry Darlington, sold at our last auction for £420.? 

Chilcotts? 30th November sale is aimed at the Christmas Shopper and includes modern and antique jewellery 
and costume jewellery, watches, contemporary and traditional pictures as well as good antique furniture, clocks 
and furnishing accessories. Estimates start at £50, making gift buying surprisingly affordable. 

For more information visit www.chilcottsauctioneers.co.uk or ring 01404 47783. 



A VIEW FROM THE HILLS
by Miranda Gudenian

Bill the owlet, squatting by the garden door, forced open one 
drowsy eye and glared at me. I found myself apologising out 
loud as I scurried past. We humans? busy habits must be jolly 
irritating when a chap?s trying to get a good day?s sleep. 

Tawny owls have always nested nearby, in the oak tree behind 
the garage or in the phalanx of laurel, twenty feet tall, that leans 
into the towering Norwegian spruce at the side of the house. 
That particular year they chose the laurel. As I drifted off to 
sleep the loud ?Ke-wick? of the brooding female was a 
comforting sound close to the bedroom window, regularly 
answered by the distant ?Hoo-hoo-hoo? of the male, hunting 
through the darkness in the field beyond the garden.  

April blew in on balmy air, the garden glistening white with 
blossom. One afternoon as I stepped from the potting shed an 
adult tawny owl swooped noiselessly over my head and into the 
Norwegian spruce, a vole dangling from its beak. Faint hisses 
reached my ears. In the nest were baby tawnies - and they 
were hungry. 

Tawny owlets are dependent on their parents for some three 
months, calling to them for food from twilight throughout the dark hours. Those warm spring nights were accompanied 
by the hissing sounds of owlets and by the shadows of their parents swooping across the garden delivering a conveyor 
belt of delicacies: voles and mice, frog and bats, a spaghetti of earthworms. 

On a pearly dawn in May I opened the garden door for our two Siamese cats to go outside but within minutes both 
were shouting loudly. I hurried to them and did a double-take. A grumpy-looking gnome in a dirty grey fluffy coat was 
squatting at the base of the Norwegian spruce. His over-sized feet sported fearsome talons and no sensible being 
would mess with the hook of his beak.  One sleepy, pink-lidded eye opened, a loud hiss emerged from that beak.  

Warily, the cats looked at the owlet and then at me and in unison we backed off, which was just as well as at that 
moment I glanced up into the branches and there, watching intently, was an adult owl, head forward, eyes burning, 
wings beginning to unfold.  Tangle with a tawny at your peril, as wildlife expert Eric Hosking discovered while 
photographing young tawnies when a parent owl attacked him and took out his eye. Time to skedaddle.  

My neighbours soon congregated to meet the owlet and it was Penny who named it Bill. By lunchtime, Bill had decided 
he was going to be a bit of a star. Owlets can move with remarkable speed: one minute he was under the Norwegian 
spruce sound asleep; five minutes later, just when I nipped indoors to put on the potatoes for lunch, he was showing 
himself off on the lawn in the sunshine, content to allow my neighbour, Matthew, to snap away with his camera. Next 
morning Bill had settled beside the garden door. The postman could hardly believe his eyes.  

Owlets often branch out of the nest or climb down to the ground. The following morning a smaller version of Bill was 
perched asleep in the big fuchsia bush at the bottom of the garden steps. By the end of the week there were five. I?d 
find an owlet snoozing in a fuchsia, another under the garden bench, one perched in a rose bush, the tiniest one 
snuggled winsomely against the birdbath and Bill, the biggest of the lot, staking out the lawn. At dusk they?d wake up 
and start jigging from side to side, limbering up for a night of feasting. The cats gave them a wide berth.  

Disaster struck that May when winter returned with a vengeance. The temperature plummeted, for three days and 
nights sheets of icy rain swept in on a northerly gale.  Finally, the deluge eased. Where were the owls? Had they 
survived? They had not. I found them drenched and lifeless: two had died huddled together under the bench, a third 
lay on the steps, a fourth I reached just as the last breaths left its bedraggled little body.  

Had Bill met the same fate?  That night, opening my bedroom window, the familiar insistent call came to me.  My heart 
leapt and, stupidly, tears sprung to my eyes. Bill had survived. In the weeks that followed feathers grew into his fluffy 
down, his juvenile hisses matured into croaky hoots.  

One summer evening, gardening late, I heard Bill?s cracked call coming from very near. Suddenly, like a pale ghost on 
thistledown wings, he floated out from the trees behind the house, flew low over my head and across the field, past the 
great oaks on the ridge, into the distant woods. I watched him go with an almost parental surge of emotion. Bill was up 
and away. 



LEST WE FORGET

What Does A Poppy Mean To You?  

by Paul S Shaw Chairman RBL Honiton 

A poppy may mean different things to different people. As a member of The Royal British Legion, to me it represents 
Remembrance but much, much more. As a symbol of remembrance the simple red poppy has origins that can be traced 
back to 1915.  

In the spring of 1915, and shortly after losing a friend at the battle of Ypres in Belgium, a Canadian doctor called Lt. Col. 
John McCrae was inspired by the sight of poppies growing in a battle-scarred field to pen a now famous poem called ?In 
Flanders Field?. After the First World War had ended the humble poppy was adopted as a symbol of Remembrance.  

In modern times the remembrance poppy is an artificial flower that has been used by the nation since 1921 to 
commemorate members of our Armed Forces who have paid the ultimate sacrifice and who have died in war. The 
common or field poppy was adopted by The British Legion in 1921 as a symbol of remembrance.  

The poppy factory in Kent makes some 36 million poppies each year and a 
second poppy factory in Edinburgh was established in 1926;  this now makes a 
further 5 million. In 1921 the poppy appeal raised £106,000 and was spent on 
injured servicemen and women. In 2018/19 The National Poppy Appeal raised 
over £50 million and is now spent on many projects supporting the Armed 
Forces community and their families, helping them through hardships, injury and 
bereavements. As always, The Royal British Legion encourages everyone to dig 
deep and help support this year?s appeal. To many on the 75th anniversary of 
the Normandy Landings that started the end of World War 2 it is even more 
special. 

Like many, for me personally the poppy is not only a symbol of remembrance, it 
is also a symbol of freedom. It grows wild and free with very little stopping it, and 
it sometimes grows where nothing else will grow, symbolising its strength. The 
poppy also has a raw beauty about it, moving gently and free in the summer 
breeze. But ultimately it is about choice. The men and women who have given 
their lives in the name of freedom all had a choice. They chose to protect the 
freedom that we all hold dear today, and quite often take for granted. 

When you see a poppy seller this year please dig deep and continue to help our cause.  

Thank You

10 November 2019 - Remembrance Day Parade and Service at St Pauls Church, Honiton.

Form up in New Street from 14:15, March Off at 14:30 hours, Church service at 15:00 hours.
Veterans and RBL Members are invited to the Conservative Club afterwards for refreshments.

Photo : Val Frood



In the news recently has 
been coverage of Extinction 
Rebellion climate change 
protestors in London - were 
they virtuous or misguided?

Transition is all about 
change, our behaviour and 
the society we live in and 
also adapting to either a 
future we can all share in, or 
a dystopian vision where 
our life has changed 

inextricably for the worst.

The Extinction Rebellion protests are gaining much 
publicity. However this is mostly not positive coverage and 
it could be argued that by gluing yourself to an 
underground train or pavement, or blocking roads, 
projected a negative image to hard-pressed commuters 
and police. Or is this the only way to make the 
Government listen?

Real power is about gaining a strong political hand. Many 
of those in Westminster are not interested in the bigger 
picture (and it could be said that self-preservation of a job 
is perhaps more important to them) so it remains 

important to keep highlighting environmental problems 
that have to be addressed, especially in this period of 
political uncertaintity.

There are many, many problems about the future of the 
environment and planet. In a society that is obsessed with 
conspicuous consumption of products that swallow vast 
amounts of raw materials (and their waste by-products), 
should we be aiming to reduce this and change our 
outlook and behaviour?

China is responsible for 25% of the world's CO2 
production *, producing 56% of their electricity by coal*. 
Perhaps we should be restricting their imports to the UK? 
However we can?t just look to others to change. What are 
the changes we can make, nationally and personally? 
Everyone needs to "walk the walk" as well as "talk the 
talk".

Of course the real "elephant in the room" is population 
growth. There is a cost to producing cheap food to feed 
everyone but surely we should not be destroying vast 
tracts of the Amazon to raise cattle for cheap food for the 
"First World"? In addition there are many schemes for 
producing food in a more sustainable way and ideas about 
how to do this on small scales too.

What can you do? Why not come along to one of our 
meetings and have your say. Reducing packaging, 
repairing, recycling, wildlife projects, working with our 
Councils, challenging government transport policies, 
installation of effective solar panels on all new house and 
municipal/government buildings are some effective 
measures.

What skills can you bring to the table? Why don't you 
come to our next event or meeting and have your say? 
Please look at our website for further details.

Neil Arnold - BHTG
www.blackdownhillstransition.net

neil.j.arnold@gmail.com / 01460 234693

 
* Figures from the BBC May 2019
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NATURE NOTES

Bye Bye Bumblebees? ? . and butterflies, and moths.

I?m writing this at the end of October during a rare sunny period 
between the showers. Taking a stroll around my garden there is not a 
single bumblebee, butterfly or day flying moth to be seen. We have had 
the small tree bumblebees up until the last few days and there are 
some hoverflies around but in most of our garden insects have now 
disappeared.

Earlier in the month we were seeing large Buff Tailed and Common 
Carder bumblebees together with Red Admiral butterflies and 
Hummingbird Hawk Moths making the most of our lavender and the 
fantastic valerian kindly donated by Ghislaine Silvers. They are now all 
gone and I?ve cut back the Lavender to preserve its shape. The 
question is where have they gone? What has happened to our garden 
insects and do they survive the winter?

By early autumn the majority of bumblebees that you see in the garden 
are queens. They will have mated with the males who, after performing 
their primary task, will have died.  The queen bees will then forage and 
build up their body fats to prepare them for hibernation. They search 
out suitable sites 
which can be in 

north facing banks, beneath the bark of rotting trees or underground 
in open grassland, often in abandoned small mammal nests.  North 
facing and sheltered areas are important to maintain body 
temperature below a certain level and ensure hibernation continues. 
Recent milder winters have seen the large Buff Tailed bumblebees 
foraging in December and January, however there is little evidence to 
indicate whether or not they resume hibernation.

Some butterflies survive the winter in their adult form but the majority 
survive  as eggs. There have been reports of butterflies such as Red 
Admirals overwintering in most years, with records going back over a 
century. Now, due again to a milder winter climate, successful 
overwintering is increasingly being reported. Adults hide away in 
garden sheds, hollow trees and other suitable spaces but Red 
Admirals do not hibernate as such and can emerge from torpur to be 
sometimes seen flying on warm winter days. This is not the case with 
other butterflies such as the Brimstone, Comma, Peacock and Small 
Tortoiseshell that remain fully torpid in the winter months, although 

there are records 
of increasingly early emergence over recent years.

Although some moths such as the small Winter Moth continue to fly 
until the end of November, most moths spend the winter months 
dormant below ground as larvae or pupae. Others spend the winter as 
eggs or pupae on or inside the twigs of living and dead trees, shrubs 
and herbaceous plants. The Hummingbird Hawkmoth that I last saw 
my garden in early October is one of the moths that hibernate in their 
adult form. Like Red Admirals they can sometimes be found in cold 
outbuildings in crevices and holes in trees. They also fly on warm days 
from January onwards; however the lack of flowering plants they feed 
on means that these records are rare.

So its bye bye to my bumblebees, butterflies and moths and I look 
forward to seeing them again in Spring 2020. In the meantime I will be 
watching our winter birds searching through fallen leaves, twigs, 
shrubs and bark on dead trees searching out tasty butterfly and moth 
eggs, larvae and pupae. I console myself knowing there will be plenty 
left over for me to say hello to in spring next year. 
vernonwhitlock@aol.com



 ADAM THE GARDENER
Garden Tasks for November  

One gardening year ends as another seamlessly begins. November is a good time to get ahead with a few tasks when 
the ground is drier.  

Fallen leaves

Cold nights and shortening days will have initiated leaf fall by mid 
- November. Leaves can be raked from the lawn, maybe use them 
as a mulch under trees and shrubs. Rake them carefully off the 
pond surface; leaves decomposing can upset the pond balance 
with toxicity. The well prepared tidy gardeners, of which I am not 
one, net their ponds temporarily to catch the leaves. Keen well 
seasoned gardeners collect leaves in a wire fenced leaf bin letting 
them decompose for two years. The end product is valuable leaf 
mould which added to loam from mole hills makes a fine potting 
compost, great for large containers. 

Plant bulbs

It is not too late to plant most spring bulbs. Buying cheap bulbs is 
a false economy, check the sizes and the plumpness. They need 
no fertilizer just plant at a depth 2-3 times their own length, 
obviously the right way up. Every year you can add to your 
collection of spring interest. Narcissus varieties are a wonderful 
place to start.

 

Process apples

A lot of people have got more apples than they know what to do with. 
Firstly give some away, secondly make some juice, but for windfalls 
cider is a better bet. Either way chop the clean apples, then press them 
to extract the juice. Cider is then fermented in demi-johns with an air 
lock. Juice is preserved by pasteurising, but personally I prefer freezing 
juice to preserve the taste and vitamin C.  Once your cider has stopped 
fermenting drain it from the sediment [rack it off] and let it ferment a 
second time with an air-lock. After the second fermentation it can be 
bottled, then drunk six months to a year from the start of the operation. 
This is a great job for a wet day, and with a glass of your cider from the 
year before watch the birds feeding on the windfalls. For many years 
now we have visiting fieldfares, cleaning up for us. 

Amongst other tasks I must do before Christmas are: plant some garlic, 
cut back the Hellebore leaves to present next years flowers well, cover 
the compost heap to avoid the nutrients leaching with the rain. Kill the 
moss and algae on the patio and decking, I use bicarbonate of soda, 
leave for a day then brush off, scatter some sharp sand to make the                                                                             
surface less slippery. 

So much to do, so little time. I?ll probably write a list first - over a cup of tea. 





 WHAT'S ON

The Otter Valley Art Society is a group for people (mainly amateurs but 
some professionals)  from across the region who are producing their 
own artworks. As well as arts demonstrations on the nuts and bolts of 
various techniques, we offer a popular weekly drop-in painting and 
drawing group, a wide-ranging gallery, and an annual high-profile 
exhibition of members' works.

It is unusual for us to have a lecture style meeting but on  Friday 1st 
November we will be welcoming  Professor Anthony Slinn who will be 
presenting a theatrical lecture. A teacher and professor for many years, 
he set up his 'Roadshow' in 1983 to share his enthusiasm for art and 
artists such as Van Gogh, the Impressionists and Salvador Dali. 

One observer remarked "Attired in smock and floppy hat we saw a 
reincarnation of Van Gogh himself. It was an amazing transformation 
which set the tone for the whole evening when we were taken on an 
unforgettable journey retracing the footsteps of the master. It was pure 
theatre and pure magic as he relived each moment for us on stage."  

NON-MEMBERS AND VISITORS WELCOME, ADMISSION £2 

Friday 1st November 2pm 

The Ottery Institute, Yonder Street, Ottery St Mary

Dementia Friendly Service at 

St Andrew's Church, Feniton

St Andrew?s Church Feniton was the venue for a 
Dementia-friendly service as part of our Harvest 
Festival celebrations. 

The church was beautifully decorated with flowers 
from local gardens.  The short service was 
conducted by the Reverend Anne Mills who quoted 
passages from Deuteronomy appropriate to the 
occasion. Prior to her address, a member of the 
Honiton Memory Café read a poem he had written 
entitled ?Harvest Festival?.

We had a good attendance, most of the 
congregation being members of the Honiton 
Memory Café who had arrived by a TRIP 
community bus. As usual refreshments in the form 
of tea or coffee and a lovely apple cake baked by 
the Reverend Mills were served by members of our 
congregation. 

The event was enjoyed by all who attended and 
the PCC and friends of St Andrews look forward to 
hosting similar services in the future.



 WHAT'S ON
HONITON MEMORY CAFE QUIZ

Friday 8th November, 7.30pm at The Mackarness Hall
Tickets £10 to include Ploughman's Supper from Maggie on 01404 850855 or from Bev's Beauty

Celebrating 80 Years of

 Girl Guiding

Saturday 9 November

Formed on 1 September 1939 just as 
WWII was breaking out, Ottery Guides 
created a positive distraction from the 
bleakness of war. Local girls and adults 
could immerse themselves in community 
activities and help make a difference.

If you were a Guide in Ottery at any point 
in the last 80 years we would love to hear 
from you and invite you to join us for an 
afternoon of Guiding traditions, Devon 
cream tea and much more. We hope past 
friendships can be reunitted, memories 
shared and lost stories re-told.

For more information and an 
invitation please contact:

otterystmaryguides@gmail.com

COME AND JOIN OUR SEQUENCE DANCE CLUB

We meet every Tuesday at Offwell Village Hall at 8pm

Everyone welcome

Entry fee £4

For more inormation call Edward on 07964 186580

This month at Honiton Library

Coffee Morning 10am-12noon Friday 1 November - Cakes, 
Refreshments & Christmas Stall

Christmas Craft Fair Thursday 14 November 4-7pm

Teddy Bear Tombola 1-16 November - Give a bear a good 
home. Tickets £1 - every one a winner

Christmas Raffle 1-16 November - Tickets £1 with many 
delightful prizes

Proceeds go towards providing Honiton Library with finance 
to support activities for all ages, especially children



Friday 1st Otter Vale Art Society - Vincent Van Gogh ,The Ottery Institute 2pm  Visitors & Non Members £2

Friends of Honiton Library Coffee Morning 10am-12noon at the Library

FORCE Cancer Support at Honiton Hospital 9.0am-3.30pm

Saturday 2nd Autumn Swing TIme Dance, Throgmorton Hall Dunkswell 7-11pm

Tuesday 5th Keep Calm & Colour adult colouring group, Honiton Library 1-3pm

Whist at Three Tuns Honiton 1.45 for 2pm

Wednesday 6th Honiton & District Disabled Fellowship Festive Afternoon Tea, Methodist Hall 2.30-4pm

Friday 8th Honiton Memory Cafe Quiz, Mackarness Hall at 7.30pm. £10 inc Ploughmans - 01404 850855

East Devon Fairer World Group meeting, The Beehive Honiton 10.15am-12noon

Saturday 9th Yarcombe Village Market, Village Hall 10am-12noon

Coffee Morning for Christian Aid, St Paul's Church Honiton 9.30am-12noon

Sunday 10th Remembrance Parade New Street to St Paul's Church Honiton from 2.30pm

Hospiscare Lunch Concert, Offwell Village Hall 12.30 for 1pm with hot lunch. 01404 43196

Monday 11th Honiton Afternoon WI, Methodist Church Honiton 2pm

Tuesday 12th Arts Society Honiton  - "Landscape Photography", Charlie Waite. 2pm at The Beehive - £7.50

Honiton Walking Club  4.5 mile walk Stockland area 1pm  honitonwalkingclub.info@gmail.com

Wednesday 13th Yarcombe Community Lunch - speaker Kayleigh Johns

Hospiscare Light Up a Life service at St Paul's Church Honiton 7pm

Thursday 14th Friends of Honiton Library Craft Fair 4-7pm at the Library

Honiton & District Flower Club, Offwell Village Hall 2.15pm

Saturday 16th Honiton Celebrates Winter (Chamber of Commerce) from 3pm in the High Street

Hospiscare Coffee Morning, Mackarness Hall Honiton 9am-12noon

Monday 18th Whist Drive, Smeatharpe Village Hall at 7.30pm. Contact Dorothy on 01823 601296

Tuesday 19th Hospiscare Turkey Lunch, Mackarness Hall Honiton coffee 9.30 lunch 11.30 All welcome

Wednesday 20th Honiton, Ottery & District Association-National Trust, Mackarness Hall Honiton 2.30pm

Thursday 21st Honiton Garden Club "Adam the Gardener" St Paul's Church 6.30pm £3

Friday 22nd Action on Hearing Loss Pop-Up Information Stand, Honiton Library 10.30am-1pm

Tuesday 26th Honiton Walking Club 4 mile walk  Fire Beacon area 1pm  honitonwalkingclub.info@gmail.com

Wednesday 27th Honiton Carers Support Group, Kings House 2-4pm

Honiton Craft Club, Methodist Church Honiton 9.30am-12noon

DON'T FORGET TO SEND DETAILS OF YOUR LOCAL EVENTS TO 
HONITONVILLAGENEWS@GMAIL.COM

 YOUR CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS
November 2019



 NOVEMBER AT THE BEEHIVE
November, A bumper month of wondrous events at The Beehive. 

Brilliant to begin with ?Dracula Spectacula?, the first musical production performed exclusively by the youth members of 
the Honiton Community Theatre Company. 

We follow naive teacher Miss Nadia as she takes her pupils on a school trip to Transylvania, and they meet all kinds of 
interesting people on their journey! This truly family friendly show with a sizzling score and a fresh hilarious script will 
entertain audiences of all ages. Fancy dress welcome if you feel like wearing something spooky! Tickets: Adult £10, U16 
£8 for performances on Friday 1st at 7pm and Saturday 2nd at 2pm and 7pm. 

We have the very popular annual Craft Fair on Saturday 9th from 10am-3pm where you can purchase lovely 
handcrafted gifts, then sit down with a cuppa & cake having done your Christmas shopping! 

Upcoming films include ?JUDY?(12A) on Friday 8th, ?The Goldfinch? (15) on Saturday 30th, and we have two NTLive 
screenings, with the wonderful Alex Jennings and Lindsay Duncan in ?Hansard? (15 tbc) a witty and devastating portrait 
of the governing class, directed by Simon Godwin on Thursday 7th at 7pm. ?Present Laughter?(12A), starring Andrew 
Scott is a giddy and surprisingly modern reflection on fame, desire and loneliness which is screened on Thursday 28th at 
7pm.We also have a screening of the West End production of ?42nd Street? (12A) starring Bonnie Langford on Thursday 
21st at 7.30pm-pure musical magic! 

There?s live theatre from North Devon?s Multi Story Theatre Co. in ?Hefted? on Friday 15th at 7.30pm, a fascinating & 
entertaining combination of linked, rural tales spanning 600 years. To accompany the show, we are delighted to host an 
exhibition of the work of James Ravilious, famous photographer of the Devon rural landscape, courtesy of the Beaford 
Archive. This will be in the Gallery. 

We love local comedian Tom Glover who will be performing ?A Glover not a Fighter? Friday 22nd at 8pm as he muses 
about fatherhood and masculinity in modern Britain from the perspective of a snowflake son of an alpha male trying to do 
right in a world that is wrong! Then for something completely different, on Saturday 23rd we have ?Fight or 
Flight?-Charity Boxing in aid of local charity ?See the Future?. Lastly there? are some fantastic live gigs; Katy Hurt & 
her band come to The Beehive with rousing Country and Americana-definitely one to watch, amazing live! Saurday 9th 
at 8pm.We have incredible prog, folk rock with ?The Strawbs? still going strong and celebrating 50years!! Saturday 16th. 
Then last, but most definitely not least, one of the best live bands on the festival scene are Holy Moly & The Crackers- 
Friday 29th. Prepare to be overawed by all these great musicians and singer songwriters!!

 We all look forward to seeing you soon, best from Wendy & the Beehive team.



 CLUBS, GROUPS & SOCIETIES
After a delicious lunch, Martin Wale gave a talk about his 
36 years as a London policeman which he preferred to call 
'From Dixon to Digital? for very good reason. Some of us 
remember policemen on the beat and the respect in which 
they were held. Martin became a recruit in 1962 in 
Borough High Street.  He explained that cadets had to 
learn by rote from an instruction booklet and were involved 
in role play to learn how to deal with incidents and 
accidents. Having been a rugby player, he was soon 
involved in the important job of playing for the force, an 
accomplishment noted during his first interview. At those 
times there was a sort of ?honour amongst thieves? and 
everyone knew who and what they were dealing with and 
accepted the outcome. Heavy  ceremonial uniforms had to 
be worn at national events which required lining the roads, 
usually in the hottest weather, which could be very 

uncomfortable. It was necessary to police football games 
which could turn very unpleasant and they had to turn out 
at the  time when marches became popular and  the poll 
tax riots led to dreadful clashes.  They had to attend  the 
picket lines during strikes and it was especially harrowing 
to have  to man the miners' strike when policemen were 
shipped in from all over the country to assist the local 
forces. Although he remained a constable all his working 
life, Martin quickly graduated to driving and was content in 
his duties and ended his career as a federation 
representative serving his colleagues. He was an 
enthusiastic and interesting speaker and was thanked for 
giving his time to tell us a bit about the past. 

Kayleigh Johns is going to tell of her adventurous life 
at the next meal which will take place on 13th 
November. 

Yarcombe Community Lunch

Honiton Shedders  is now up and running

Based in the old IT cabin beside the Community Use Building in School Lane. we are currently open on Thursday 
mornings and will hopefully be opening on a second morning in the week. We thought you might like to know a bit 
more about us, so here goes.

Who are we and what is Honiton Shedders all about? Honiton Shedders grew 
from the Men?s Sheds movement - community spaces for men to connect, converse 
and create. But Honiton Shedders, like many other Sheds, is for both men and 
women. The activities are often similar to those of garden sheds, but for groups of 
people to enjoy together. They help reduce loneliness and isolation, but most 
importantly they?re fun.

Who runs the Shed? The shed is run by the people that uses it, in a bottom-up 
approach. This grassroots model can often bring about stronger feelings of 
fulfilment and achievement in the people that develop them, and may lead to better 
sustainability as it often doesn't start with large cash injections. 

Is Honiton Shedders? Shed just for older 
people? No, but most of the people that attend 

are retired. This is because a life after employment can be difficult and people 
often feel that they?ve lost their sense of purpose and place in the world. They 
can miss the routine and camaraderie between colleagues that often comes with 
working life. This can lead to feelings of loneliness and isolation which can be 
dangerous for their health and wellbeing. However, age isn?t the only factor in 
loneliness and isolation, and that there is more to Honiton Shedders - for 
example sharing skills, informal learning and enjoyment. Honiton Shedders also 
has younger members.

Is Honiton Shedders just for men? Definitely not. As we said above, Honiton 
Shedders grew from the Men?s Shed initiative, which resulted from concerns 
about men?s isolation. We now know that women are just as likely to face this 
isolation. What?s more, as gender roles have shifted over time, women are just as likely to be interested in the craft 
skills sharing that goes on at Honiton Shedders.

What goes on in the Honiton Shedders Shed? Along with the banter and drinking a lot of tea, we are currently 
using materials supplied by the National Trust at Killerton to make bird boxes which will be used by The Trust along 
the East Devon Coast. We also have an order to produce fire beaters for a national forest company. As we get fully 
set up there will be the opportunity for members to develop their own projects.

It seems a small building - do you have plans for expansion? We are looking to expand by purchasing 2 steel 
shipping containers which will be used for metal work and storage. We will soon be starting on a crowdfunding project 
so watch this space.

If you want to join or find out more call around between 9am and 1pm on Thursdays or email us 
at:honitonshedders2019@gmail.com.



 CLUBS, GROUPS & SOCIETIES

Honiton Cubs Visit Sidmouth Lifeboat Station

Both Monday (Cottrell) and Tuesday (Jackson) Cubs went for 
a visit to Sidouth Lifeboat Station on a very wet and windy 
evening. They were told all about the lifeboat and station and 
the clothing that the lifeboat crew wear when they go out to 
sea.

All the Cubs got to have a seat in the lifeboat before ending 
our visit.

A big thank you to the Lifeboat Station for a very interesting 
evening.



 CLUBS, GROUPS & SOCIETIES
Feniton & Buckerell WI 

What a wonderful world photography can bring you! In October we had the pleasure of a 
talk by Gary Holpin on the wonders of the 630 mile SW Coastal Path which he first walked 
as a complete novice 'long distance walker' - it took him two years to complete it. He was 
so fascinated by the views and possibilities for lovely photos that he did it again in the 
1970s (taking seven years this time) and during those years he taught himself to take really 
good photos and has now set up in Honiton as a full-time photographer. The photographs 
he showed us proved he has a very clever and unusual eye for a special picture (and is 
willing to get up VERY EARLY to get some spectacular sunrises!). He has made the photos 
into calendars and cards etc which are quite beautiful.  

He told us how the South West Coastal Path Association looks after the whole of the 630 miles of pathway, keeping it 
open and accessible and raising £1000 per mile to do so per year. He encouraged us to join them and help - one doesn't 
need to walk the whole path, there are shorter routes for all abilities. Most of the pathway was originally made by 
smugglers who, in the pre-1800s, brought into the country at least half of the spirits etc which were drunk. In 1822 the 
Coastguard Service was set up with posts every half mile along the path in order to stamp out the smuggling as it was 
spoiling the country's legitimate income. One of our best talks!! 

We then had a delightful resumé of the first visit by one of our members 
to Denman College. She was overwhelmed by the beauty of her room 
and its appointments, the food, the surroundings, the friendliness and 
especially the skills she was taught in order to make a silk scarf 
decorated with coloured impressions of real leaves and flowers. We saw 
her work and were fascinated by the lovely results. Come on girls, it is 
not expensive when you realise what you get for your money!! 

Our meeting in November will be our 90th Birthday Party and we shall 
meet at the Village Hall at 7.15pm (invitation only!).  

In December we shall be back at the Sports & Social Club Lounge at 
7.15pm for a talk by Ian Thomas on 'The Problems & Possibilities of the 
World's Oceans' with more pictures! The competition is for a 'Sea Shell'. 

We are a very friendly WI and hope you will come free for a few times to 
sample the atmosphere and get acquainted - you are sure to find some 
kindred spirits. Come to meet us at the Feniton Sports & Social Club at 
7.15pm on the first Wednesday of each month. 

For more details please contact Jo on 01404 850513 or  josephinechown@btinternet.com



 CLUBS, GROUPS & SOCIETIES

Honiton Carers Support Group has been busy over the 
past month with interesting speakers at their meetings and 
a trip out to Roadford Lake.  

In late September Dr Michael Flexer of Exeter University 
gave a brief outline of the Waiting Times Project and Brian 
Standring talked about Playlist for Life. 

The title ?Waiting Times Project? came from the research 
positions of the two principal investigators.  One is a 
Beckett scholar interested in those 'Waiting for Godot' 
experiences in relation to healthcare and generally about 
how we wait and experience time in this superfast 21st 
century world; the other is a psychoanalytical researcher 
who is interested in how time and waiting can be 
prescribed by clinicians as a practice of care - e.g. when 
you go to a GP who says, 'we want to wait and watch what 
happens rather than rush to treatment.' Michael?s objective 
is to engage with different groups of people, to share and 
tell stories that relate to waiting and time.  For the hospice 
work, we've conceptualised the so-called 'waiting time' as 
a gift of time, so more like 'extra time' or 'shared time' 
where we can do something special together.     

Brian has been involved with dementia for 8 years and is 
passionate about it and helping and supporting people. He 
asked the question "Why am I here today? ? and explained 
that it all started with a book called  ?Where Memories Go?  
by Sally Magnusson whose mother was living with 
dementia and used to be fearful and agitated when having 
baths. They started singing songs she knew well when 
bathing and were surprised when she started to sing and 
stopped being agitated. ?Playlist for Life? is a list of music 
and songs unique  to each person.   The Alzheimer's 
Society has asked him to become involved in this project 
which he has only been doing  for a few weeks. He 
showed a short video which highlighted the positive effect 
music can have on people living with dementia. and their 
response. Music is  the first and last channel of 

communication.  When played, multiple areas of the brain 
light up.  Music is creative, energises, is calming, relaxing, 
healing and decreases pain.   It also gives a connection 
between the Carer and the cared for when enjoyed 
together. 

At the beginning of October the group enjoyed a wonderful 
day at Roadford Lake in brilliant sunshine with members 
appreciating not just the fabulous drive but walking along 
the lake, having a delicious buffet lunch and ? for some ? 
enjoying a boat trip. 

At its first 
meeting in 
October Tomi 
Dalton spoke 
on "The  Design 
and Production 
of fine Bone 
China", bringing 
many samples 
of her delightful 
work.  Her talk 
outlined her 
fortune to get a 
job under the 
Handicaps 
scheme with 
David Bowkett 
(David was previously The Royal Worcestershire top artist) 
as an apprentice doing modelling, painting and everything 
the job entailed.  Tomi has also been a Co-ordinator for the 
Alzheimer?s Society and worked with Hospiscare.  She 
was approached about making some miniatures and this is 
what she now specialises in. 

For more information about Honiton Carers Support 
Group please contact Winnie Cameron on 
winniekjaer@btinternet.com or phone 07974 636926 

Honiton Carers Support Group



 CLUBS, GROUPS & SOCIETIES
To take a quote from our national 
U3A Magazine the Third Age 
Matters:  ?Interest groups are the 
backbone and beating heart of 
the U3A body?. This is no less true 
for the Honiton U3A and it is our 

Group Leaders who give their time and share their knowledge and 
expertise which enables us to currently offer over 20 Interest groups 
to our members. Therefore in September all our Group Leaders were 
invited to join our Chairman, Janet Driscoll, and committee members 
to a buffet lunch at The Sidmouth Arms, Upottery, as a ?Thank you?.  

New interest groups that have been added this year include Maths, 
Amateur Radio, Armchair Adventurers, Hand Bell Ringing, English 
Folk Dance and Folk Dance Band.   

At the first meeting of the Hand Bell Ringers, Group leader Rhona 
Hitchcock introduced 8 members to hand bells and the technique of 
ringing in harmony so that by the end of the first session they were 
able to ?ring? a simple tune!  

Also out in force in October were our two walking groups.  Sixteen 
members of the main group took a 4 mile walk around Budleigh 
Salterton whilst eleven Strollers were a short distance along the 
coast at Seaton taking a leisurely stroll along the sea front and the 
Axe estuary ? both groups enjoyed fine weather, fabulous scenery 
and a good lunch!!    

Looking ahead, we welcome Phil Holt to our monthly meeting at the 
Beehive on Wednesday 20th November. Phil has been an Air Traffic 
Controller for over 30 years and his knowledge, secrets and passion 
will be evident in his witty presentation entitled ?Keep Calm ? I?m an 
Air Traffic Controller!? Entry is free for our member but we welcome 
visitors for a suggested donation of £2.00.   

We are now half way through our membership year and so for 
anyone who would like to join us as a taster for the remaining 
few months we offer a reduced membership fee. Please visit our 
website for details:  https://u3asites.org.uk/honiton 

Honiton and District Lions Club have had a very good month. It all started with 
our Ladies Pamper evening on 3rd October held at Kings Day Hospice in King 
Street, raising funds for Hospicecare and Force. The Lions Ladies would like to 
thank all the therapists for their support, without whom this the event could not 
take place. This year £450 was raised.

 On  5th October the Lions held a table top sale in The Mackarness Hall ; 
around £200 was raised for local charities.

 At our meeting in October we were pleased to be joined by a new member, 
Nigel Cray, who was badged up by Lion President Brian Richards. At the same 
meeting the Melvin Jones Fellowship Award (an award for outstanding duties 
performed within the club) was made to Kevin Linsdell, a Lion with 20years 
experience.

We are very sad that this year, due to health and safety concerns, it has been 
decided not be at the Ottery St Mary Tar Barrels event with our food stall, 
which in the past has been a good fundraiser. 

If you wish to find out more about Lions, visit our website or ring Brian 
the Lion on 01404 43738 and leave a message if no answer.

Yarcombe Tuesday Club 

Dawn Lawrence spoke recently to Tuesday 
Club members about her association with 
the ?Born Free Foundation?. Virginia 
McKenna whose passionate interest in 
wildlife preservation since the raising and 
releasing into the wild of the lion cub ?Elsa? 
is still very involved with the fight to save 
animals from extinction and the threat 
caused by the farming of wild animals. 
Dawn read many of the poems contained 
in her several books, endorsed by Virginia, 
in easy to read rhyming verse about many 
animals, describing in detail their particular 
attributes, habitation and  the way they live 
and eat. Part of the proceeds from the 
book sales goes towards helping to keep 
wild animals in the wild and  to support 
those who are threatened and endangered 
on a global scale.   

Next month?s meeting will be held on 12th 
November when ?Maggie?s Mix? and the 
?Allsorts? will be bringing a programme of 
music and songs on a theme of ?Light? for 
an easy evening of entertainment for all to 
which everyone is welcome. 





OUR SCHOOLS

Awards Evening  

On Thursday 3rd October, Honiton Community College 
held its annual Celebration of Achievement Awards 
Evening for Years-7-11. This is always a highlight of the 
academic year! 

Every Autumn we stop to reflect on the previous academic 
year, and to consider worthy recipients of our College 
awards: celebrating the highest achiever, and also the most 
improved for each subject as well as the overall top student 
in each subject.    

The programme was divided into Lower College (last 
year?s Y7 and Y8) and Upper College (last year?s Y9, 
Y10 and Y11). Each half began with a musical 
performance and a drama interlude ? this allowed us to 
showcase our talented students.

Honiton Community College

Success for Students in Arts Award

Five students from Honiton Community College are celebrating, having received their Bronze Arts Awards.

The Arts Award scheme aims to support young people who want to deepen their engagement with the arts and is 
managed by Trinity College London and Arts Council England. Thelma Hulbert Gallery (THG) encouraged and facilitated 
the school to run the Arts Award programme. This is the first time the scheme has been introduced to students at the 
College.

Thanks to a generous grant of £250 from Honiton Arts Society (NADFAS,) the pupils 
were able to undertake two workshops as the first step of their Arts Award. During the 
workshops at the gallery the group created an artwork with renowned paper artist 
Sophia Clist. They created paper sculptures in response to the exhibition On Paper - an 
Arts Council Collection Touring Exhibition. These artworks were then exhibited in THG?s 
exhibition Paper Play (25 May ? 22 June).

The students completed four parts to the award: exploring the arts as a participant, 
reviewing an Arts event, describing their Arts inspiration and sharing a skill. Five 
students achieved the Bronze award : Amelie Ford, Aleisha Offer-Hoar, Hannah 
Empson, Sarah Patch and Maicey Bennett. Four of the students are now in Year 8 and 
one student in year 9. They are all studying the KS3 curriculum and one student is 
going on to take a Fine Art GCSE. They attend the after school Art Club and are all 
very keen artists but also involve themselves with the College Choir.  Some of the girls 

are also CreATE Leaders, a title given to students who have shown a real commitment to all of the CreATE Subjects (Art, 
Music, Drama, Food Tech, Design Tech).

Lady Anne Boles, Chair of Honiton Arts Society, presented the awards and said, ?I would like to congratulate the pupils on 
their Bronze Award and Honiton Community College and Thelma Hulbert Gallery for giving them the opportunity to 
achieve this award. At NADFAS, now known as the Arts Society Honiton, we are extremely happy to help young artists 
grow and extend their art knowledge, particularly as art is getting squeezed out of school curriculums. We hope the Arts 
Award will inspire a lasting pleasure and lifelong interest in art for these pupils.?

 Senior Citizens Christmas Meal  

It?s that time of the year again, with Christmas fast approaching, that we are in the process of planning our annual 
Christmas Dinner for our senior citizens, which will take place at the College on Tuesday 17th December. This is the 7th 
year we have run the event!   

If you would like to attend or know of someone who would like to come along then please telephone the College on 01404 
42283 to reserve a place. Places are allocated on a first come first served basis and no charge is made for attendance.  

We are also looking for local businesses or organisations to help with the event. We are grateful for the support of 
everyone in previous years and hope that we can rely on you again with funding, donations or gifts as the event can only 
take place with the help of the local community.



SPORT

We aim to focus on a local sport each month - if you would like us to 
highlight your club please contact us at honitonvillagenews@gmail.com

Honiton Running Club is now in 
its 20th year and members old 
and new will soon be celebrating 
with a birthday party. The Club 
has risen in numbers and now 
boasts over 100 adult members 
with a healthy junior section 
which regularly sees over 30 
runners turning out on a Tuesday 

evening. However, 
we can?t say the 
youngsters are 
being kept off the 
streets as running 
the streets of 
Honiton is precisely 
what they are doing! 
Like the adults, the 
junior branch 
attracts youngsters 
of all abilities and 
from very different 
social backgrounds. 
Members, old and 
young, start running for many different reasons but it is a 
very social sport, bringing all members together. Some 
members are happy with a steady jog over a short 
distance whilst others strive to become ever faster with 
some excellent results. Others prefer longer distances and 
many take on ultra-marathons on a regular basis. Some 
members love nothing more than the thrill of a race whilst 
others don?t have a competitive bone in their body but still 
enjoy taking part in these events; perhaps collecting a 
medal or other memento as a reward for their efforts. 

The Club meets 
in the evening 
twice a week 
throughout the 
year and some 
members also 
venture out on 
Friday evenings 
to tackle a more 
challenging run. 
If there isn?t a 
race at the 
weekend, there 
is usually a 
longer training 
run organised to 
tempt people to 

put on their trainers come rain or shine. During the 
summer the organised runs are often away from Honiton 
giving runners the opportunity of discovering some of the 
beautiful East Devon countryside that they may not 
otherwise visit. In the winter, coaches organise a winter 

training programme suitable for all abilities. Runners get 
out what they put in! Another highlight for the members is 
the frequent pub run. The meeting place is usually a pub 
carpark and runners take on the 4 or 6 mile run using a 
headtorch before finishing off the evening with a meal in 
the pub and a quick drink! 

HRC organises 4 main events during the year, kicking off 
with the Blackdown Beast in January based from 
Dunkeswell. This is a social run and very popular with 
other local, and some from further afield, runners. There 
are several pub stops along the way of this 16 mile run 
and a stop at Smeatharpe Village Hall for a pasty and 
mulled cider half way round. Next on the calendar is the 
Ottery 10k which always fills up and this is quickly followed 
by the Honiton Hippo which is based in Honiton. This is a 
challenging. hilly multi-terrain race taking runners through 
the Landrover Experience. There are several compulsory 
water dunkings and 
a guarantee that you 
will get muddy! The 
Blackdown Beauty is 
the sister of the 
earlier Beast but 
held in the summer. 
It?s a little longer at 
18 miles and instead 
of mulled cider and a 
pasty there is a 
cream tea stop half 
way round! Money 
raised from The 
Beauty and The 
Beast is given to 
Macmillan Cancer Charity and in the 9 years that the 
events have been running, the Club has raised over 
£20,000 for the cause.  

In addition to those events, HRC members take turns with 
other running clubs to organise woodland relays for both 
adults and juniors and there is often a social event such as 
a barbecue or breakfast run. For the last few years, they 
have joined forces with Honiton Spinners cycling club and 
organised a duathlon involving a run, bike and run. This 
has proved very popular and definitely brings out the 
competitive side of both clubs! 

To coincide with the 20th birthday year, the HRC mascot, 
Wile E. Coyote, has been given a new lease of life. This is 
the original mascot which saw some sights when the Club 
was much younger. A quick spin in a washing machine 
and a new running belt and he has already enjoyed some 
amazing adventures with some equally amazing people.  

If you would like more information on the Club or are 
interested in joining, please visit the website 
www.honitonrc.com and click on the contact section.  



WALK OF THE MONTH

Take the A35 Axminster road out of Honiton and in just over two miles, on a nasty left hand curve (take care) turn right on 
to the Offwell road. (There is a small road sign indicating the turning). Almost immediately bear right on a narrow lane 
beside a pink cottage. Follow this lane, which gradually deteriorates into a somewhat rougher (but driveable) lane and 
follow it to its end in front of the gated Colwell Woods.  

Follow the signed bridleway through the most incredible woods taking time to look down to immense patches of Bluebells 
(in season) and around at the ferns and ancient trees. This little paradise teases for almost a mile. Eventually, some 
200m before a road and some buildings look for a public footpath leading off right and into the woods. The path crosses 
first an attractive little stone bridge over the Offwell Brook and then, following the Public Footpath sign, over a little 
wooden bridge. Note the Offwell Forestry Sign. You are moving uphill along a narrow, vegetated path over wet ground. 
Fear not! You step along a series of wooden walkways and arrive at the top with dry feet! At the concrete roadway move 
left and follow the road, passing Hoopers Farm to meet the highway on a very sharp and steep corner. 

Cross with some care into the wide drive of Bagwells Cottage (sounds like something from Watership Down) also signed 
as a Public Footpath. Move left round the house dropping down to a well vegetated but wonderful little track ? fine little 
lake to your right ? eventually passing through Bethlehem Farm. You will soon come to a rather fine thatched cottage and 
see a Public Footpath off to your left and one off to your right. Take the right hand path up a few steps and over a stile. It 
had to come ? the short steep bit! Up through the woods to arrive at a stile leading to open pasture. Straight across this 
field towards the trees to a stile and gate and four-way Public Footpath sign. 

Left here, down a good stony track to Townshayne Farm and the road. Wander down the road, over the Offwell Brook that 
flows under the road (probably over the road in bad weather!) and up the hill into what is known as Slade on the map 
consisting of a few houses. Follow the Widworthy road for a few yards and then, opposite a barn, take the rocky track off 
to you left. This is yet another magic little green lane ? this is a walk of wonderful tracks ? extending for over half a mile to 
a point where it curves left, merging into more of a 
minor road. There is a footpath going more or less 
straight on at this point but don?t follow this. You 
are now on Rock Lane and very shortly you will 
drop down into Colwell Barton. Straight across 
here and potter slowly for about a mile, along the 
minor road into Offwell, having passed the few 
houses of West Colwell. There is an attractive little 
Church here with a very handy porch for those 
wanting to have a breather. There is also a rather 
unusual fence made of brass crosses. 

Onwards and just above the Church, bear left 
through this quite built-up village to soon arrive at 
the main road junction which you will probably 
recognise as the point where you left the main 
Axminster road earlier in the day. Left beside that 
pink ? maybe lilac ? cottage and take the last few 
steps down the lane and back to the car. 

by  Chr is Harwood

The Colwell Circuit 
Map OS Explorer 115 ? Exmouth & Sidmouth. 1:25000. 

5.8 miles 

This has to be one of the best woodland lane walks out there, circling around a 
wonderful valley with ancient moss-covered trees, ferns, flowers and birdsong! Mostly 
easy walking, passing along the Offwell Brook. One very short steep section through 
the trees near the end and a return on quiet lanes through Offwell village. Shame no 

liquid refreshment here but Honiton town is just down the road? .   

Chris has published three books of local walks, all on sale at the Talaton Community Shop, 
Whimple Stores and the Curious Otter Bookshop in Ottery Sr Mary.





FOCUS ON MENTAL HEALTH
Honiton Mental Health Friendly Town  

Action East Devon is delighted to announce they have been awarded 
funding from the Devon County Council?s Doing What Matters Fund. 
This grant will enable Action East Devon?s Headlight service to work in 
with local services, organisations, clubs and businesses to put Honiton 
on the map for being a Mental Health Friendly town. This will increase 
understanding of mental health issues and will help improve the 
emotional wellbeing of young people in Honiton. 

This need to support young people with their mental health has been 
identified as a key priority for Honiton by the local Health Matters 
community conversations and by the Youth Mental Health Conference 

held earlier this year.  

Karen Kelly, CEO of Action East Devon said ?we are really excited to be working with our colleagues in Honiton to deliver 
a project that will support young people who are facing challenges with their mental and emotional wellbeing. We are 
delighted to be working in partnership with Honiton Community College, Honiton Health Matters, and Honiton Surgery, all 
of whom are committed to making Honiton a Mental Health Friendly Town.? 

Stephen Craddock, chair of Honiton Health Matters stated ?We are pleased to be supporting this new initiative to take 
forward the recommendations from our Honiton Youth Mental Health Community Forum earlier this year and to be jointly 
working with Action East Devon and the Community College. This will build on and accelerate health and wellbeing for 
young people and their families in the Honiton and surrounding area.?    

?We are thrilled to be working alongside our Honiton Community with ?Honiton Health Matters? and ?Action East Devon? to 
make Honiton a ?Mental Health Friendly Town?. Being part of this movement is essential to help our young people in the 
town feel their best. Young people who may sometimes find life difficult can flourish with the support of the kind and 
understanding community we hope to nurture? said Nicola Thomas, Mental Health and Wellbeing lead. 

In addition to creating a Mental Health Friendly Charter for the town, the project will also provide activities, training, peer 
support sessions and resources to help young people and their families and friends to understand and better manage 
their mental wellbeing. Action East Devon?s Headlight service will play a key role in delivering these activities. 

To help create a Mental Health Friendly Town we are inviting all businesses, community groups, clubs and organisations 
to sign up to the charter and receive training and an award for their contribution.  

If you would like to be involved in this exciting and innovative project please contact Sarah Reeves at Action East 
Devon 01404 549 045 or info@actioneastdevon.org.uk 

  

Students (and staff!) from Honiton Communiy 
College wearing yellow for Mental Health Day



Being a parent has never been easy. It can be lonely, frustrating and overwhelming. 

Life-changing events can happen to anyone. All parents struggle at one time or 
another. That is why Home-Start is ready to support families through their toughest 
times. 

Home-Start volunteers support families with individual one-to-one home-visiting and 
work alongside families experiencing challenges such as poor mental or physical 
health, loneliness and isolation, financial worries, lack of confidence and the feeling of 
being overwhelmed. 

Just two hours a week can make a big difference to a parent and their children. 

We work with families to build on their strengths and give them the support they tell us 
they need. Our service is based around the principal that volunteers offer no 
judgement, just compassionate, confidential help and support. 

Home-Start in Honiton? ?  

At the beginning of the year we secured some funding to enable us to expand into east Devon and we began in May 
when we brought the service to Honiton. 

We started with recruiting and training volunteers so that we can match them with families that need our service. Our first 
volunteer training course ended in July and we now have six new volunteers.  

One volunteer is in the process of being matched with a family and the rest are ready and waiting to support local families 
as soon as we have some referrals from local professionals working with young children and their families or from the 
parents themselves. If you feel that you, or someone you know would benefit from some support, please get in touch. 

www.homestartexeter.co.uk

 SUPPORT FOR PARENTS





PEOPLE IN OUR COMMUNITY
In 2010, the National Trust signed a Higher Level Stewardship agreement with 
Natural England which would influence scrub management and grazing 
activity at Dumpdon Hill fort. The agreement was largely designed to help 
protect the archaeology of the Scheduled Ancient Monument and to 
strengthen the pastoral landscape by restoring grassland around the site. 
Scrub roots and bracken rhizomes can penetrate the ground deeply causing 
extensive damage to buried archaeological remains and masonry. Tree roots 
pose a further threat through ground penetration but come with an added risk 
of elevating/damaging archaeological features if they are uprooted in adverse 
weather.  

Since the beginning of the agreement, saplings and small areas of bracken 
have been targeted each year, particularly around the southern tip of the site. 
Last year however the ranger team sought support from local contractors to 
carry out more extensive work at the site. Over the last 12 months, a large 

area of young birch tree saplings and dense scrub was cleared from the eastern slopes to create space for grass to 
grow in its place. A further area of saplings was cleared at the southern tip of the site and an area of the bracken 
was cut and raked off in between these areas to encourage the growth of grass. Mowing work was completed in 
some of these areas in the summer to try to keep the vigorous bracken regrowth in check, and grazing by rare 
breeds commenced at the site following the annual hay cut. Unfortunately, bracken can?t be eradicated in a single 
year so the rangers will be continuing their work in the future to restore grassland on the ramparts.  

This winter the National Trust rangers and volunteers will be working primarily in the northern ramparts to clear a 
large area of willow, scrub and bracken. Work has already started onsite and the team have been exposing historic 
features for visitors to enjoy.  So what can be seen today? The prehistoric hill fort can be seen from afar given its 
high elevation in the landscape. The 2.6ha triangular shaped hillfort sits on top of a 260m high ridge of Upper 
Greensand to the north of Honiton. The steep landscape of the ridge offered natural protection to south, whilst single 
ramparts constructed from chert blocks protected the fort to east and west. The northern side was protected by a 
bivallate rampart system meaning they have two substantial ramparts and ditches separated by a 30m flat space 
known as a berm. The ditches and outer ramparts in this area are now being uncovered for all to see.  Whilst 
archaeological records suggest that the hillfort was neither finished nor fully occupied, the existing features are of 
great historical value.   

 Lucy Buckingham, National Trust Ranger for East Devon

Honiton artist Linda Wilkes has gained a well deserved international reputation 
for her wildlife paintings such as the one that graces the front cover of this 
month's magazine. For thirty five years Linda has studied wildlife and its habitat 
in meticulous detail. Not only does she capture the character and intracacies of 
the native wildlife but also the flora and fauna. Talking to Honiton & Village 
News Linda said, ?I am inspired by the natural world and I find there are so 
many subjects and ideas to choose for a painting. With a lot of thought going 
into the composition, choosing a light source and mood is an important aspect 
of my painting. Working in gouache and using an airbrush for the skies or 
background, then blocking in the basic shapes and tones, then applying layers 
of paint to build up the image. I 
also work in oils and acrylic; the 
subject will determine the 
medium?. ?When people see my 
work I would like them to be a 

part of the picture, and how I see the natural world. Observing, 
sketching and photographing my subjects, the field studies of nature are 
a very important part in the accuracy of my paintings. Specialising in 
British wildlife I also study birds of prey at falconry centres. I have 
supported the RSPB and Wildlife Trusts at my solo shows for many 
years, donating a percentage of sales to them. My work has also been 
published as greetings cards with ?Clover Greetings? and ?Dolphin Fine 
Art?, also the Barn Owl Trust. Linda has many collectors throughout the 
UK and Europe, also the USA and Canada. She has tutored the 
occasional workshop and exhibited in various galleries across England. 
If you are interested in purchasing her artwork prints and cards you can 
find more information at www.linda-wilkes.co.uk or you can contact 
her by email info@linda-wilkes.co.uk or phone 01404-549018.

Linda Wilkes, Artist





WAYS2WELLBEING SCHEME

Honiton and the surrounding area has a range of fantastic clubs, groups and societies; getting involved in what the local 
community has to offer can be a fantastic way to improve your overall mood and wellbeing.  

Since June last year, Honiton has played host to the Ways2Wellbeing Scheme; a project founded on social prescription, 
which is a term used to describe the process of accessing non-medical, community-based services to improve health and 
wellbeing. It is recognised that people may have needs that would be better supported in a non-medical, community 
setting as opposed to a medical one, such as social isolation or low physical fitness.  

Successfully accessing community-based activities can be challenging? for example, the prospect of attending a group on 
your own for the first time can understandably be daunting and anxiety-provoking for many people. With this, the scheme 
offers a Health and Wellbeing Coach that GPs/Health Professionals can refer people to. As well as being able to advise 
the person on groups and services in the local area, the role of the coach adds an additional dimension to social 
prescribing, in that people are also empowered and motivated to access the services they have identified. 

So far, the Ways2Wellbeing Scheme has seen many local community members improve their well-being by setting and 
achieving their own goals based around the  Five Ways to Wellbeing ? Give, Connect, Take Notice, Be Active and Keep 
Learning. These have included anything from accessing exercise classes at the local leisure centre to becoming a 
volunteer for a local charity: 

"The scheme is really helping me to learn that I am able to do things on my own and the benefit of socialising and being 
with other people ? it has really helped improve my confidence and I feel a lot better because of it.? 

If you feel like this is a service that could benefit you and your wellbeing, please contact your local GP for more 
information.  

Despite a grey and drizzly start to the day, Linda is beaming as she arrives 
at the beautiful surroundings of the Donkey Sanctuary. Independently 
travelling the seven miles from her home in Seaton to complete the last 
session of the donkey-assisted learning programme is a big 
accomplishment. Just a few short weeks ago Linda couldn?t have even 
imagined that all this would have been possible.  

Anxiety and low confidence was having a negative impact on Linda?s life. 
Things that many of us take for granted such as meeting new people or 
getting on a bus were just too overwhelming. Unhappy and frustrated, she 
was a regular visitor to her GP but pills were not the answer. Instead a 
referral to health coach Jess has transformed her life. 

As a health coach, Jess works with individuals to understand what matters 
to them and help them to identify their own goals, providing support and 
encouragement along the way. Jess soon learned that Linda?s passion in 
life is animals and that she had a particular connection with donkeys, having 
ridden donkeys on Brighton Beach as a child and visited the sanctuary 
many times with her late husband. However, the fear of the bus ride and 
meeting new people was stopping her from her doing something she really 
wanted to do ? donkey assisted learning. 

Jess worked with Linda to create a plan for her travel and attend the 
sanctuary independently. However, it was Linda who has been very much in 

the driving seat ? setting her own goals and even her own incentives; she just needed the tools and encouragement to 
believe in herself. The bus journey was Linda?s greatest hurdle but by getting Jess to accompany her on the first couple 
of trips and then sponsorship for her subsequent journeys, not only did she fundraise for the donkeys, it gave her the 
determination to hop on board too.  

The learning programme offered by the sanctuary has given Linda the connection to animals she was craving plus the 
key life skills including managing emotions and mindfulness to help control her anxiety. Since starting the programme 
Linda hasn?t been back to her GP; she?s happy, more confident and is applying this can-do attitude and new skills across 
all aspects of her life. Linda is now setting her sights on becoming a volunteer and to venture to other places on the bus.  

Linda's Story



LOCAL HISTORY

By the time you read this, the country may well be in the midst of another General Election campaign, or be on the verge 
of one. You can almost hear the plaintive voice of Brenda from Bristol, made famous in the 2017 election, crying out: ?Not 
another one.?  

On the other hand, it is worth re-assuring ourselves that, however tense, fractious and argumentative the coming 
campaign promises to be, it is nothing compared to how they used to run elections in Honiton.  

There have been Members of Parliament representing the town since at least 1300 but it is only really from the time of the 
Long Parliament in 1640 that we can begin to trace a consistent history of local MPs. From the start, three local families 
and their associates appear regularly in the ranks of Honiton MPs.    

First there were the Courtenays, who at one time were Lords of the Manor. One branch of the family are still Earls of 
Devon, living at Powderham Castle. Then there were the Poles of Shute and the Yonges of Colyton.   

It was Walter Yonge who sat as MP for Honiton in the Long Parliament, although it is 
believed that he was dismissed by force in 1648 when Pride?s Purge saw soldiers 
enter the Chamber to remove MPs who did not support the army?s plans for Charles I 
after the Civil War.  

And Sir William Pole found the expense of buying votes to win elections in Honiton so 
horrendous that when he died in 1741 he left instructions to his son that he: ?Never 
stand as a candidate or if chosen will never be prevailed upon to represent or serve in 
Parliament for the borough of Honiton.?  

That was the problem you see: elections in Honiton were notoriously corrupt affairs. 
The manipulation and bribery got so bad in the 1680s that the Mayor and 24 
Aldermen of the town petitioned King James II to have them declared the only 
electors.   

inhabitant in the borough who had a family and boiled a pot there." Thus came into being the potwallopers - or potwallers.

Soon a workshop was set up in Queen Street with eleven small doorways and a number of small fireplaces and 
chimneys. The room was divided into eleven sections by lines drawn on the floor, each rented by an elector. This they 
could well afford to do as the going rate to sell your vote was the equivalent of three months? wages.   

By 1754 Honiton had 700 electors, a considerable number of them on the payroll, at a time when only 20 constituencies 
in the whole country had over 1000 voters. They were largely labourers, artisans and shopkeepers, when elsewhere 
voters were usually property owners.  

It reportedly cost George Chambers £3000 to win the seat in 1796. Brokers and agents, mainly lawyers and bankers, 
acted as middlemen, no doubt each taking their cut. Voting lasted a week, the calmness and dignity of the occasion not 
helped by the fact that local taverns stayed open twenty-four hours a day.    

It was said that Thomas Cochrane, who had campaigned for the Honiton seat in 1806 on a platform of Parliamentary 
reform, later admitted that he too had bribed his way to the seat, buying votes at ten guineas each. Cochrane said that: ?A 
member who sat for Honiton felt like a man in a dirty shirt.?   

What eventually stopped all this was not a sudden crisis of conscience, either on the 
part of the electors or the elected. It was the Reform Acts of 1832 and 1867 which 
extended the franchise and outlawed bribery. In 1868 Honiton temporarily disappeared 
as a separate constituency and became part of a wider County division.    

For the record, a Conservative has held the seat for over 130 years, since it was 
re-established in 1885. The seat was first held by John Kennaway, a member of 
another notable local family. He held the seat for 25 years. The Liberals did briefly hold 
the old seat in 1865 and 1866 thanks to father and son Frederick and Julian Goldsmid.   

By the end of the twentieth century, Honiton was the only Parliamentary constituency 
with a single place name where the result was not announced there; the declaration 
had long been transferred to Sidmouth. In 1997 Honiton joined a marriage of 
Parliamentary convenience with Tiverton to form a new seat. When the sitting MP, 
Angela Browning, decided not to seek re-election in 2010, Neil Parish was elected as 
Honiton?s latest MP. 

  

by Martin Long

The balcony of the town pannier market, 
now Peter Betteridge, was once used to 
announce the result of local elections

However, voting rights were soon returned to the 300 or so freeman rate-payers of 
the town. In 1724 a group of other citizens petitioned Parliament to be able to vote, 
despite not being ratepayers. Parliament decided that the vote should go to "every 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO
Carol Gilson

Medalist of the Order of the British Empire

Carol received her award from the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Devon at a prestigious ceremony held at the County Hall 
in Exeter last month.

She is honoured in recognition of services to the 
community of Honiton, which includes her work running 
the Joe Gilson Mobility Scheme. 

"I would like to say a great thank you to the owners and 
management of Lace Walk who allow me to do my stall 
every Thursday and Saturday; without them I could not 
do what I do. I would also like to give a great thanks to 
RK Tools and Honiton Tech Shop for filling my collection 
boxes - but first and foremost I would like to thank the 
people of Honiton who donate items to my stall and  
donate money - this medal is for you the people of 
Honiton .Thank you for caring," Carol Gilson.

Gate to Plate took over 
Honiton High Street  and 
was once again a great 
success - ably led by Heart 
DJ Ben Atkinson

Photos courtesy of Craig 
Stone Photography

Local celebrity gardener, Mary Benger of Burrow 
Farm Gardens recently launched her new book ?A 
Compulsive Gardener? which takes you on a 
journey and tells how this thirteen-acre garden 
has been created from scratch and has evolved 
over the last 55 years.  
www.burrowfarmgardens.co.uk 

Many people 
enjoyed the Apple 
Day at the Thelma 
Hulbert Gallery in 
Honiton
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